MADAME CURIE
"The University of Paris accords you the title of Doctor of
Physical Science, with the mention 'tris honorable.9 "
When the unobtrusive applause of the audience had been
stilled, he simply added in friendship, with the timid voice of
an old scholar:
"And in the name of the jury, Madame, I wish to express to
you all our congratulations."
These austere examinations, these serious and modest
ceremonies, taking place in exactly the same way for the genius
of research and for the conscientious worker, are not fit subjects
for irony. They have their style and their greatness.
Some time before the presentation of the thesis, and before the
industrial treatment of radium had been developed in France
and abroad, Pierre and Marie Curie took a decision to which
they did not attach special importance, but which was to have a
great influence over the rest of their lives.
By purifying pitch-blende and isolating radium Marie had
invented a technique and created a process for its manufacture.
Since the therapeutic effects of radium had become known,
radioactive ores were sought for everywhere. Plans for ex-
ploitation had been made in several countries, particularly in
Belgium and in America. But these factories could only
produce the "fabulous metal*' if their engineers knew the secret
of the delicate operations involved in preparing pure radium.
Pierre explained these things to his wife one Sunday morning
in the little house in the Boulevard Kellermann. The postman
had just brought a letter from the United States. The scientist
had read it attentively, folded it up again and placed it on
his desk.
"We must speak a little about our radium," he said thought-
fully. "The industry is going to be greatly extended; that is
certain now. The recent cures of malignant tumours have been
conclusive; in a few years the whole world wiU be wanting
radium. Just now, in fact, this letter has come in from Buffalo-
some technicians who want to exploit radium in America ask
me to give them information."